
NPDES Changes Delayed 
 On March 28, the District 

Appeals Court handed down a de-

cision about the proposed April 1 

deadline for NPDES requirement 

changes. Here is a note from Thia 

Walker, CSU Bio-Ag Sciences 

Dept.: 
 
ñGood news with respect to a de-

lay of the April NPDES Require-

ment...it will be put off until Octo-

ber 31, 2011 or until or if congress 

acts with the president to change 

the Clean Water Act.ò 
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CALCP 3rd Day of Service Project 
 Colorado Association of Lawn Care Professionals hosted our 3rd Day of Service at Riverside Cemetery to 

revive the landscape that has been drought stricken since 2002-03.   We had 29 CALCP volunteers who worked 5 

hours for a total labor output of at least $5075.00 plus equipment and at least $1030 in purchased supplies and 

approximately $3600 in donated supplies/materials.  Master gardeners also volunteered for several hours planting 

the Plant Select plants in the raised demonstration beds.  The value of the Day of Service was at least $10,000.00.  
 
Volunteers completed the following tasks: 

 We planted 700 perennials (value of at least $1500). 

 We planted about 70 shrubs (value of at least $1050). 

 We ñfelledò at least 6 large dead trees. 

 We moved large tree trunks and placed them for parking lot barriers. 

 We prepared, amended and fertilized, then covered with landscape fabric and mulched 3 large beds that 

will be used to plant iris corms later this year. 

 We tilled, fertilized, and planted grass seed in about 4 acres. 

 We set up a portable irrigation system to water the shrub areas. 

 We hand watered-in (using 

hoses and our new mounted water 

tanks) all of the plants planted with 

water donated to the site/project. 
 

CALCP donated 2 large water 

storage tanks (one on wheels) and 

Dan Schneider of  Nitro-Green of 

Longmont donated a 3rd water storage 

tankéé..Continued on page 3        

Presidentôs Message                  Deb Zediker 
 Welcome to springtime in the wonderful state of Colorado, where 

if you have lived here long enough you know that you need to carry extra 

clothes in your truck for all 4 seasons, and those seasons could happen in 

one day.  Springtime also brings us Earth Day, and on April 22, CALCP 

brought our strong backs, tools and smiles to Riverside Cemetery for the 

3rd annual work day. In 5 hours we performed various activities. Dona-

tions of labor, equipment, materials and supplies came to over $10,000. 

We would like to thank everyone who came out to help and look forward 

to next year. 

 Along with the springtime theme, and our crazy weather I would 

like to address the message of ñheeding the warningsò.  My hometown of 

Mapleton, Iowa was damaged by a tornado on April 9, but because they 

had ñheeded the warningsò; residents had 10 minutes to get to safety. No 

lives were lost because of the sirens.  We have not had the wild weather 

the rest of the country has had for the most part, but do you have a proce-

dure in place for your field crews, or for the office staff?  Do they know 

how to recognize a tornado and what to do if there is a tornado warning 

issued?   Do they know what to do if the roads are flooded and do you 

have alternate routes back to your shop?  We all have other procedures in 

place, but do you have a dangerous weather procedure?  Dangerous 

weather doesnôt just happen on the weekends. We often just take the 

weather for granted and we all have that tendency to go outside and look 

at the sky when we hear sirens.  Please be aware and ñheed the warn-

ingsò.  It could save your life.  Everyone, please have a wonderful, safe 

spring. 



Chuy Medrano Elected President 
 On March 10, the National Hispanic Landscape Alliance (NHLA) closed its two-day inaugural confer-

ence in Washington, D.C. At the conference, the founding members of the alliance elected a board and set the 

agenda for the remainder of the year.  

 

 ñFor decades, the landscaping industry has provided the opportunity for many Hispanics to build success-

ful businesses within the United States,ò stated Ralph Egues, executive director of the NHLA. ñBut the untold 

story is how many of these individuals have become leaders in the landscape industry.ò  

The NHLA will closely monitor issues that impact the landscaping industry and will advocate individually and in 

collaboration with other industry and Hispanic associations. With and on behalf of its members, the NHLA will 

engage government at both federal and state levels in support of positions adopted by the NHLA Board of Direc-

tors.  

 

 In addition, the NHLA will support policy positions that advance conditions favorable to a robust busi-

ness environment for its members, growth opportunities for Hispanics within the industry, and positions that fur-

ther enhance and protect managed turf and landscapes, and safeguard the industry against undue regulation.  

 

 The at the inaugural meeting, the founding members elected Jesus ñChuyò Medrano to serve as the first 

president of NHLA.  Medrano is the owner of CoCal Landscape, one of the three largest Hispanic-owned land-

scape contracting companies in the U.S.  

 

 ñI am honored to serve as the first president of the National Hispanic Landscape Alliance. I am up to the 

challenge because a large and growing number of Hispanics make a living by working in the landscape industry, 

said Medrano. ñOur goal is to educate and inform the American public and policy makers about the value of the 

landscape industry and affects of undue regulation.ò  

 

 The Alliance also committed itself to support policies that promote the importance of managed land-

scapes in addressing clean water ambitions, efficient water utilization, appropriate input use, and human health. 

The group will also work to expand managed greenspace, address adequate worker availability, and drive proper 

skill set development at all levels.  

 

Founding members of the NHLA: 

CoCal Landscape ï Located in Denver, CO 

Diaz Group LLC ï Located in Chicago, IL 

Green Angels Landscaping ï Located in Columbia, MD 

Greener Pastures ï Located in Dallas, TX 

Lawn Management Company ï Located in Houston, TX 

Medina Lawncare ï Located in Chicago, IL 

Pacific Landscape Management ï Located in Hillsboro, OR 

Pro Landscapes ï Located in Hillsboro, OR 

Remember to keep your crews 

well hydrated this summer as 

the temperatures rise.  Large 

water coolers are a must with 

each crew. 



CALCP Hat  
 This hat is available from 

the CALCP office for you to 

purchase.   Please send your desig-

nated donation and the shipping 

and handling fee $4.95 (your dona-

tion plus $4.95).  All contributions 

for this hat will go toward our 

efforts at Riverside Cemetery to 

revitalize the landscape there. 

Thanks for your support. 

Donors for 3rd Annual Day of Service, April 22, 2011             
       L.L. Johnson Distributing, Inc.    Dingo machine for soil prep 

      Alpha One Inc.                             organic fertilizer 

      Winfield Solutions                       organic fertilizer 

      Applewood Seed Co.             buffalo and blue gramma grass seed 

      Arkansas Valley Seed                   buffalo and blue gramma grass seed 

      Pawnee Butte Seed                       buffalo and blue gramma grass seed 

      Sharp Brothers Seed                     buffalo and blue gramma grass seed 

      Professional Tree & Turf              water tank parts 

      Organix Supply                             compost 

      Bowman Construction                  landscape fabric 

      Renewable Fiber                           landscape fabric 

      Helena Chemical Co.                    weed control chemicals 

      John Deere Landscapes                 irrigation supplies 

      Revive                                           wetting agent for seeded areas 

      Ray Daugherty                              funds for grass seed 

      Welby Gardens                              Plant Select plants 

      Rocky Mountain Native Plants     Native shrubs 
 

Companies that had volunteers included: 

            Swingle Lawn, Tree & Landscape 

            Davey Tree Expert Co. 

            Terra Care Associates 

            Covillo Landscape 

            Centennial Property Maintenance 

            Last Chance Lawn Care 

            Green Mountain Lawn 

            Master Gardener volunteers 

continued from page 1é...so they 

now have capacity to store 4000 

gallons of water on site to use in 

getting plantings established. A 

portable irrigation system was de-

vised and tested. This 3rd annual 

Day of Service project is part of a 

national project sponsored by 

PLANET. 
 
 This year, more than 3,200 

volunteers from a total of 43 states 

and Canada participated in ap-

proximately 200 projects.  

Your involvement in the PLANET 

Day of Service, allowed our indus-

try to come together across the na-

tion and unite to demonstrate our 

environmental stewardship by giv-

ing back to our communities. By 

participating, we show that we 

care about: 

¶ Revitalizing the places where 

people live, work, and play. 

¶ Demonstrating goodwill and 

environmental stewardship. 

¶ Being recognized as leaders in 

community service. 

¶ Fostering teamwork among our 

colleagues.   

¶ Showing our commitment to a 

great cause. 

CALCP Monkey Survey 
 CALCP board developed a Monkey Survey and sent it to those 

that attended Spring Training Conference on March 1 & 2, 2011.  Feed-

back from 41 responses to the survey indicated the following:  

   - 85% like the location.  
   - 79% feel the classrooms were adequate in size.  
   - 81% rate the audio/video equipment as average to above average.  
   - 76% rate the bathrooms as average to above average.  
   - 97% find value in having the vendor booths at the conference. Most had time 
to visit with the vendors.  
   - 83% were able to completely fulfill their C.E.C. requirements.  
   - 90% approve of the food.  
   - Less than 50% found value in the outdoor demonstration. Many cited the 
presentation needed better preparation. Many others found the outdoor audio 
system made it difficult to follow the program.  
   - All other speakers/classes received high approval ratings (70% average to 
above average or higher). Some classes received poor attendance.  
   - Our keynote speaker, Cory Ciocchetti was the overwhelming favorite!  
   - 93% stated they will attend this conference in the future.  
 
Thanks for your feedback which will help in our planning for 2012. 



Day of Service 

April 22, 2011 


